
Fall is a busy time of year. There are many exciting events coming up for
Young Scholars.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
The Young Scholars board voted at its
recent board meeting to fund 12 new
scholarships for this school year; that
means 6 new scholars from White
Street School and 6 new scholars from
MLK Charter School will be joining the
existing 73 scholars in the program! It
also means we need volunteers to
mentor our new scholars.

WHY I VOLUNTEER...
This is what some volunteers said:

“Being a Young Scholar's Partner has
been a rare chance to get to know a
young person as he/she works toward
life and educational goals and
achieving the "American dream." It
does not require an excessive
time commitment, and the
knowledge and understanding I have
gained have been so worthwhile. “

“Doug and I enjoy mentoring a student
to see how they navigate their school
years. The challenges inform us about
their lives and give us a way to have
an impact on families in
underserved areas.“
 
“As a volunteer, I see myself as trying
to help my two students stay on a
success trajectory, and to find
opportunities to expand their
world. When one of my students was
struggling in math, I was able to find
him a free tutor, who helped him once
a week during the summer” (cont.)

RECENT 
OUTINGS

Young Scholars in middle school and
their partners met at Art in the
Orchard to reconnect and explore the
walking sculpture trail. The scholars all
attended WSS and are now all at
different middle schools.

WSS  library meet ups for
scholars and partners at
the East Forest Park
Branch Library -
Saturday November 15,
from 1:30 - 2:30.  This is
a casual time to meet,
talk, work on a puzzle,
play a game, find books
or whatever you like to
do at the library.

WSS monthly lunches
with partners,
12:30 - 1:00
Oct. 16., Nov. 6,  Dec. 4, 
Jan. 16

MLK monthly lunch with
partners on Oct. 29   at
1:00. 

Members of Young
Scholars will  present to
the Northampton and
Springfield Kiwanis
Clubs to attract new
volunteers

Scholar Partner
Committee meets
October 29 at 7:00 pm on
Zoom.

MLK scholars and
scholar partners will be
going to the Connecticut
Science Center on
November 6. 
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Let us know of your outings so
we can share ideas with others.

Email
youngscholarsfund@gmail.com
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CONTINUED FROM PG. 1 - WHY VOLUNTEER?

“I helped both of my students navigate the balloting choices admissions to middle school and am
doing so again for high school. One of the most rewarding parts of my experience is getting to
know and support the families. After a year of interacting with me, one of the mothers, a
Vietnamese immigrant, asked if she could call me Auntie. I couldn't have been more honored.” 

Dear Friends,
 
We've had a great start to the year! Many activities for White Street and Martin Luther King
schools have been planned. Additionally, our energetic Scholar Partner (Mentor) Committee
have come up with additional activities for middle and high schoolers. As you may know,
initially, the scholars are in third and fourth grade and gather at their respective schools for a
monthly lunch program, not to mention that the schools plan outings for them. Middle and
high schoolers get some choices of schools, which means they are spread out over 10+ schools
in Springfield. The trip to Art in the Orchard brought a number of middle schoolers and their
partners on a great adventure. These kinds of activities continue our mission to make the
scholars feel special and supported through our affiliation with them.
 
By the way you will start to see me using “mentors” interchangeably with scholar partners. We
have had some confusion with the term “partner”. The board voted to gradually make this
change over time for the sake of clarity. We'll be using up our current brochures and such, so
please bear with us.
 
Our events committee is merging with the Scholar Partner (Mentor) committee since there's
been some overlap. There is a meeting this Wednesday the 29th if you'd like to give them any
input or join in the fun. I'm thrilled that there will be a visit to the Connecticut Science
Museum coming up in the beginning of November. So exciting!
 
Please reach out to be with any questions, comments or constructive criticism. My cell is 413-
320-7900. We have so much to do in service of our children and the opportunities their
education will afford them!
 
In service, Melody, President of the Board.

Melody’s Musings


